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Mr. Bush’s Broken Government continued . . .  


The underlying theme prevalent during the Bush Administration was lack of funding for projects that were essential to the protection of the environment and the public health.  Today’s edition highlights more of those areas that suffer direly from the Bush policies.  

Mountaintop Coal Mining Alters Appalachia:  About the only positive thing to be said about mountaintop coal mining is that it is safer for miners than the traditional underground method and puts fewer miners at risk, but the destruction to the environment is irreparable.  


Just one year into the Bush Administration (in 2002), a resurgence in mountaintop coal mining was made possible by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of Engineers through a rule change that made it legal to push the debris blasted from the top of mountains into the valleys below.  Blasting the tops off of mountains exposes seams of coal making access easier and quicker.  Once blasting is completed, large earth moving equipment pushes the debris into the valleys below.  


The change in the rule resulted in a lawsuit during which the EPA produced statistics that showed “some 1,200 miles of streams had been filled in and another 700 miles had been completely destroyed” in Appalachia.  Until the rule change, lawsuits in the late 1990’s had slowed the use of mountaintop coal mining as communities below blamed the method for flooding and pollution of drinking water.  


An additional rule change was opposed by the states of Tennessee and Kentucky, as well as environmentalists.  That change proposed by the Department of the Interior’s Office of Surface Mining (OSM) eases requirements that “mining not affect local water supplies.”  Unfortunately, that rule was signed off on December 3, 2008, with President-electObama expressing “serious concerns about the environmental implications,” but he did not at the time call for a ban.  

The OSM justified its rule change by saying the agency’s job is to minimize the impacts of surface mining and “to balance environmental protection and production of the nation’s coal supply.”  The OSM maintains that “Congress envisioned mountaintop coal mining and construction of valley fills in streams when it passed the federal surface mining law in 1977.”  

Everglades Restoration a Man-Made Disaster:  The moral corruption and illegal conduct that surfaced at the Department of the Interior (DOI) early in the Bush Administration set the stage for widespread destruction such as that from the mountaintop coal mining method, but also for other areas the agency was responsible for regulating and protecting.  Next week’s edition will present the “Politicization of the Department of the Interior.”   

In 2000, Congress approved the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), a “long-term initiative to save the Everglade region,” and its “dying ecosystem.”  The Everglades provide the basis for a vast economy – commercial and recreational fishing, farming and tourism, and is the water source for millions of residents in southern Florida.  The sheer size of the Everglades, 18,000 square miles, and the length of time it has been allowed to deteriorate are overwhelming factors that serve also to self defeat the restoration.  


The Everglades is an area where scientists warn “67 endangered species are imperiled and that the region’s unique ecosystem which had already shrunk to half its historic size, may soon suffer irreversible losses.”  

The plan created by CERP called for 50 major projects, but as of September 2008, “not a single CERP project had been completed,” with “only four under construction, while four projects were in the installation phase,” according to the National Research Council’s congressionally man-dated report.  The National Research Council is a part of the National Academies of the Sciences.  


The method of funding such a monumental undertaking serves as a major factor in the “set up to fail” aspect.  A complicated federal funding plan called for a “complex system where each project must go through a yearly review, authorization and funding request phase.”  

The size (in money) was originally estimated at $7.8 million and to take 30 years – both estimates are now pretty much meaningless – all the while the Everglades continue to deteriorate.  


The Center for Public Integrity found that as was the case throughout the Bush Administration, lack of funding and a “complex and lengthy federal planning process” was  the major undermining factor in delay of the Everglades restoration.  


As follow-up, the National Research Council suggested reorganization of how the CERP receives funding, one where “projects are funded in a multi-year format and grouped together for better whichCERP agrees with.   Ominous is that a CERP spokesman confirmed to the Center for Public Integrity “there are no dates set for the projects to be completed.”  



The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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